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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUB J : LEBANESE SITUATION, MAY 15, 1300 HOURS LOCAL 
REF: BEIRUT 2657 (DTG 1 1 1319Z MAY 78) 

1 . SUMMARY. FORMER PRESIDENT SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH AND FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER RASHID KARAMI MET IN AN APPARENT POLITICAL RECONCILIA- 
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TION. THE NEXT DAY FRANJIYAH WAS HOSPITALIZED WITH A HEART ATTACK. 
NLP AND PHALANGE MILITIA CLASHED AS RESULT OF EFFORTS BY LOCAL 
MILITIAMEN AT BEACHES NORTH OF JUNIYAH TO ESTABLISH PROTECTION 
RACKETS. CAMILLE CHAMOUN DENIED THAT FRANJIYAH'S RECONCILIATION 
WITH KARAMI OR THE NLP-PH ALAN GE CLASHES WOULD WEAKEN THE LEBANESE 
FRONT. UNIFIL COMMANDER ERSKINE SAID THAT UNIFIL'S MISSION AND 
THE CAIRO ACCORDS WERE "IN CONFLICT." CHRISTIANS AND PALESTINIANS 
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EXCHANGED FIRE IN SOUTH LEBANON. L’ORIENT-LE JOUR SAID THAT PRESI- 
DENT SARKIS WAS LIKELY TO REAPPOINT THE PRESENT CABINET. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. FRANJIYAH-KARAMI RECONCILIATION. 

A. FORMER PRESIDENT SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH AND FORMER PREMIER 
RASHID KARAMI MET IN TRIPOLI ON MAY 12 AT AN "ACCORD LUNCHEON" 
HOSTED BY THE SYRIAN ADF COMMANDER IN NORTH LEBANON. THE PRESS 
HAILED THE LUNCHEON AS A MAJOR POLITICAL RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO NORTH LEBANESE LEADERS. 

B. CAMILLE CHAMOUN, HOWEVER, SAID: "IF IT'S TRUE, PRESIDENT 
FRANJIYAH'S MEMORY IS VERY SHORT." ON MAY 13 CHAMOUN TOLD REPORTERS 
THAT THE LEBANESE FRONT WOULD NOT BE WEAKENED IF FRANJIYAH LEFT 

IT, "BECAUSE THE FRONT IS NOT MADE UP OF PERSONS, IT IS LEBANESE 
PUBLIC OPINION AS EMBODIED IN PERSONS." (COMMENT: FRANJIYAH'S 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE REST OF THE FRONT HAS BEEN DETERIORATING 
FOR MONTHS, AND HE HAS BEEN BOYCOTTING ITS MEETINGS FOR SEVERAL 
WEEKS. END COMMENT.) 

3. FRANJIYAH HOSPITALIZED. 

SULAYMAN FRANJIYAH WAS HOSPITALIZED ON MAY 13 BY A MILD HEART 
ATTACK. PRESIDENT SARKIS AND OTHER LEADERS HAVE CALLED ON FRAN- 
JIYAH AT THE HOTEL DIEU HOSPITAL. 

4. NLP/PHALANGE CLASHES. 

A. ON MAY 1 1 TWO PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND SEVERAL WOUNDED AS 
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PHALANGE AND NATIONAL LIBERAL PARTY (NLP) MILITIA CLASHED IN EAST 
BIEUT SUBURB OF DOWRA. THE FIGHTING APPARENTLY GREW OUT OF EFFORTS 
BY PHALANGIST AND/OR NLP MILITIAMEN IN MAAL MTAIN, A BEACH AREA 
NORTH OF JUNIYAH, TO ESTABLISH PROTECTION RACKETS. THAT SAME 
EVENING, THE LEBANESE FRONT'S UNITED COMMAND MET UNDER ITS LEADER 
BACHIR GEMAYEL AND ISSUED A COMMUNIQUE SAYING THAT THE "LEBANESE 
FORCES" HAD INTERVENED TO STOP THE FIGHTING AND PREVENT "ANARCHISTS" 
FROM TREPASSING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY. BACHIR DISPATCHED A FORCE TO 
CONTROL THE SITUATION IN MAAL MTAIN. ACCORDING TO ONE SOURCE, 
PHALANGISTS BUT NOT NLP MILITIAMEN ACCEPTED BACHIR'S ASSERTION OF 
AUTHORITY. 

B. ON MAY 12 NLP MILITIAMEN FORCED THEIR WAY INTO THE OFFICES 
OF THE RIGHTIST NEWSPAPER AL-BAYRAK AND TOOK ITS EDITOR MET. HEM 
KARAM TO NEARBY NLP OFFICES. KARAM WAS RELEASED UNHARMED ABOUT 
30 MINUTES LATER AND NLP PRESIDENT CAMILLE CHAMOUN APOLOGIZED TO 
KARAM. (THE MILITIAMEN MAY HAVE BROKEN INTO THE OFFICES BECAUSE 
THE NEWSPAPER HAD PUBLISHED THE FULL TEXT OF THE UNITED COMMAND'S 
COMMUNIQUE, INCLUDING A PASSAGE IMPLICATING THE NLP.) 

C. ON MAY 13 PHALANGE AND NLP MILITIAMEN CLASHED IN EAST BEIRUT. 

ONE PERSON WAS KILLED AND FOUR WERE WOUNDED, ACCORDING TO PRESS 
ACCOUNTS. 
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5. ERSKINE INTERVIEW. 

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE MAY 15 EDITION OF THE WEEKLY MONDAY 
MORNING, UNIFIL COMMANDER GENERAL ERSKINE SAID THAT UNIFIL'S 
MISSION AND CAIRO ACCORDS "ARE IN CONFLICT." (COMMENT: THIS 
REMARK IS CERTAIN TO EXACERBATE RELATIONS BETWEEN UNIFIL AND THE 
PALESTINIANS. END COMMENT.) 

6. SOUTH LEBANON. 

A. ACCORDING TO REUTERS. PALESTINIANS IN CHATEAU BEAUFORT SHELL- 
ED A CHRISTIAN POSITION NEAR MARJAYUN THE EVENING OF MAY 12. 
RESIDENTS OF METULLA SAID THAT THIS WAS THE FIRST INCIDENT IN THE 
REGION FOR SOME DAYS. ON MAY 14 CHRISTIANS SHELLED NABATIYAH. 

B. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS BASED ON EYEWITNESSES IN THE 
SOUTH, ISRAELI FORCES RETURNED MAY 13 TO THREE SOUTH LEBANESE 
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TOWNS THEY HAD VACATED ON APRIL 30, ZABQIN (13 KILOMETERS SOUTH- 
EAST OF TYRE), TIBNIN, AND AIN MIZRAH (NEXT TO TIBNIN). ZABQIN 
IS WITHIN THE FRENCH AND SENEGALESE ZONES OF OPERATION, WHILE 
TIBNIN AND AIN MIZRAH ARE IN THE NORWEGIAN ZONE. ON MAY 14 THE 
ISRAELIS WITHDREW FROM ZABQIN, THE PRESS REPORTED. 

C. THE FIRST 250 NIGERIANS ASSIGNED TO UNIFIL ARRIVED IN LEBA- 
NON ON MAY 13, AND 350 OTHERS ARE EXPECTED SHORTLY. ON MAY 14 
THE NIGERIAN TROOPS BEGAN TAKING UP POSITIONS ABOUT 15 KILOMETERS 
EAST OF TYRE. 

D. ON MAY 14 FRENCH SOLDIERS RESUMED THEIR PATROLS IN THE 
STREETS OF TYRE, ACCORDING TO LORIENT-LE JOUR. TO THE EAST OF 
TYRE, FRENCH, NORWEGIAN AND SENEGALESE SOLDIERS SURROUNDED 25 
ARMED PALESTINIANS WHO INFILTRATED INTO THE AREA NEAR ZABQIN, 

THE PAPER SAID. AFTER NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN UNIFIL AND THE PLO, 

THE PALESTINIANS REPORTEDLY WITHDREW WITHOUT FIGHTING. 

7. STILL NO CABINET. 

ACCORDING TO L ORIENT-LE JOUR AND OTHER SOURCES, FORMATION OF A 
POLITICAL CABINET NOW APPEARS IMPOSSIBLE, AND THE PRESIDENT IS 
LIKELY TO "REFLOAT" THE EXISTING "TECHNOCRATIC CABINET." 

LANE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONCILIATION, AGREEMENTS, CHRISTIANS, PALESTINIANS, POLITICAL LEADERS, MEETINGS, INTERNATIONAL 
PEACEKEEPING FORCES, MILITARY PLANS, COMBAT OPERATIO NS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978BEIRUT02716 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780205-0196 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780560/aaaabylk.tel 

Line Count: 157 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 789c1c9f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 BEIRUT 2657 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2695959 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEBANESE SITUATION, MAY 15, 1300 HOURS LOCAL 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, MILI, ASEC, MOPS, LE, EG, UNSC, UNIFIL, (FRANJIYAH, SULAYMAN), (KARAMI, RASHID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/789c1c9f-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



